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Skim & Scan - Think about what you already know about the text.
· Good readers skim & scan before they read a text more closely. 
· Skim to gain a general idea of what a text is about.
· Scan to quickly locate important information in a text.
· Remember TV. Always read the title and important text like headings and the first sentence. Always read the visuals.
· Look at the layout. How a text is put together gives the reader clues about the text type. 
· Scan the text for key words. Notice punctuation. Mark up the text, ‘Ink Your Thinking’ by highlighting key words.
· Key words lead to main ideas. Key words (like conjunctions) lead to the identification of the Top Level Structures.
· Skimming & scanning doesn’t take long, but it leads to a lot of sound predictions about a text. It helps a reader get ready to make meaning.

Connect & Question – Connect with text. Question the topic and the genre.
· Good readers are active readers. Good readers connect with the text. Good readers mark up a text, ‘Ink Your Thinking’.
· Good readers predict whether or not they’ll like a text, if it will be tricky or easy to read. 
· They use all of their senses to draw on prior knowledge that will help them to make connections with the text.
· The more that is known about a topic and a text type, the easier that it is to make meaning of the text. 
·   Connect Text-to-Self. These connections are personal, it’s happened to you, or your family. You’ve been there.
·  Connect Text-to-Text.  You’ve read about this, you’ve read a text like this, or you’ve seen it on TV, on video or in a game.
·   Connect Text-to-World. World connections go beyond, but always back to the text. World connections show that the text has 
a theme or issue that is important in the real world. Making world connections takes practise, because these connections are deep. 
· Good readers question and make predictions, before, during and after reading. 
· Predict the topic of this text. Think about the subject that you’d study this topic at school.
· Predict the Power Genre of this text. Use the chart to help you. The genres are: narrative, report, procedure and persuasive. 
· Predicting the genre helps a mind get ready to read in a certain way. Genre is all about the author’s purpose for writing a text.

Organise your Thinking - Make a game plan.
· Good readers organise their thinking so that they can remember more and retrieve important information quickly.
· Read for a reason. Make a plan. Thinking patterns help the reader to make sense out of the author’s words. 
· The Top Level Structures are thinking patterns that help a reader to organise meaning, to find the main idea and supporting details.
· The Top Level Structures are: Compare/Contrast, Cause/Effect, Problem/Solution and List-Describe-Sequence.
· All the Top Level Structures can be found in a complex text, but some are better at helping to hunt down the main idea.
· Linking the Top Level Structures with the Power Genres is a handy strategy, for example, narrative always has a problem and            authors of exposition use cause and effect as they outline the because reasons for point of view.
· Predict a Top Level Structures that will help you to hunt down the main messages of this text. Good readers make good predictions.

Read & Reflect - Reading is thinking.
· Before reading closely, remember what good readers do. 
· Good readers visualise, they make pictures, even a movie in their head as they go.
· Good readers are brave. They don’t give up. They know to use the Reading Star if meaning is lost, or to work out tricky words. 
· Good readers know that reading is thinking. 
· They’ve made predictions about the text, the topic and the genre. They confirm, or discredit these predictions as they read. 
· Good readers know that predictions aren’t always true, so they adjust their predictions as they go.
· Now it’s time to read closely and carefully, every word. ‘Ink Your Thinking’ as you go. 

· Reflect on your reading. Refine your predictions. Use text evidence to confirm or discredit your predictions. 
· Retell. Finish this sentence, “This text is about…” 

Be the Expert! – Show what you know!
· Good readers understand the text that they’ve read, so are ready to respond in any way. Be the Expert!
· Expert readers are ready to answer questions about the text. Hit the Target!
· Expert readers are ready to ask and answer their own questions about the text. Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?
· Be a text detective. Return to the text and find as much evidence as you can to justify your answers. 
· The writer doesn’t illustrate it all. It’s the reader’s job to work out the author’s implied meaning. 
· Combine useful prior knowledge and evidence from the text to work out the author’s hidden messages. That’s inference.
· Make Text-to-World connections that show that this text has a theme or issue that is also important in the real world.
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